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ELD/ELA 1 Syllabus 

Westmoor High School  
 
 
 

Ms. Ratzlaff Room 403  
cratzlaff@juhsd.net (650) 550-7441  

 
The goal of English Language Development (ELD) 1 is to learn the English language, and to get to 
ELD 2. The goal of English Language Arts (ELA) 1 is to learn good reading and writing skills. 
 
Curriculum 

The ELD/ELA 1 curriculum is based on the Common Core State Standards and the ELD Standards: 
 http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/ 
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf 

 

Textbook 

 Access Newcomers Workbook 
 
Supplies 

Every day you must bring your binder, paper, and a pen or pencil to all classes. I give all students a 
binder with dividers for each class.  
 
Grades 

Each assignment, test, project, and SSR period gets points. Your grade is based on those points. 
Students and parents can see their grades on Synergy any time. The grades are based on these 
percentages: 
A = 90% - 100% (excellent) 

B = 80% - 89% (good) 

C = 70% - 79% (OK) 

D = 60% - 69% (bad) 

F = 60% - 0%  (fail) 

“F” means you did not pass the class. This shows you did not learn enough and you did not do 
enough of the work. All students can pass ELD 1 if they do the work. 
 
Absences and Tardies 
If you are absent, you must ask a friend or the teacher what work you need to do. Do that missed 
work as soon as you come back. 
 
You must be in your assigned seat when the bell rings to be on time. 
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SSR (Silent Sustained Reading) 
You must be in your seat with a book in their hands when the bell rings on SSR days. You may 
borrow a book from me but cannot take my books out of the classroom. You may also bring a book 
from home or from the library. You may read SSR books in English or in your language. 
 
Tests  ELD students take many tests: 

ELPAC (English Language Proficiency Assessment for California 
All ELD students take the ELPAC in February or when they come to the US. Your ELPAC scores 
show what level of ELD you need to be in. If you do not get a good score on the ELPAC, you will 
take ELD 1 again. If you get a good score you can move to ELD 2 or ELD 3. You can only take ELD 1 
two times, then you move to ELD 2. 

SBAC 
This test is for all students in 11th grade. There are English and Math parts. Students do this test 
on the computer. This test shows the government that Westmoor students are learning a lot. You 
must be in the US for 1 year before you can take the English part of this test. 

 
In-class tests and quizzes 
We will have quizzes and tests on the things we learn in class. These scores will be part of your 
grade for the class.  
 
Cheating 
If you cheat on a test or quiz, you get a 0. You cannot talk to other people during tests, use a 
translator, look at your phone, or use a paper with answers on it. 

 
Phones 
Do not take out your phone at any time from 8:00 am until school ends. Sometimes I will say that 
students can use their phones to translate. You must put your phone flat on your desk. If I think you 
are using your phone for something other than translating, I will keep it on my desk for the rest of 
the period. If you do not know if you can use your phone, ask the teacher. Your phone must be on 
silent all day, with vibration off. 
 
Class Behavior 
Everyone must to be respectful to everyone else at all times. Listen to the teacher and to other 
students. Do not say bad words. Do not tease each other about their countries, cultures, languages, 
gender (boy/girl), sexual orientation (gay/straight), or English ability. We must all feel safe. In 
American culture we do not touch each other and play with each other in school. Students who do 
not follow the rules can have a seat change, detention, and/or phone call home. 
 
 
If you have a question or a problem, you can talk to me before school, at lunch, and after school. You 
can email me or call Westmoor High School at (650) 550-7441. 
 

 

 



   
  Student Name __________________________ 
 

Please Read, Compete, and Return This Page Only 

Due Date: ____________________________ 

 

I read and understood the rules, requirements and expectations for Ms. Ratzlaff’s ELD 1 

class. 

 

 

Student signature________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Parent/guardian name ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/guardian signature_______________________________________________________________________  

 
Parent/guardian phone____________________________________________________________________________  

 
Parent/guardian email______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/guardian language(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 
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Syllabus Quiz 
Answer each question. You may use the syllabus to check your answers. 
 

1. Can you write in the textbook? _________ 

2. Is it OK to call boys with girls’ names? _________ 

3. What happens if you cheat on a test? ______________________________________ 

4. What test do you need to move to ELD 2? _________________________________ 

5. What test do you need to graduate? _____________________________________ 

6. Can you make fun of another language or culture? _________ 

7. If a teacher takes your phone, where does it go? __________________________ 

8. What is Ms. Ratzlaff’s email address? _________________________________ 

9. How can you see your grades? _______________________________________ 

10. What grades/percentage do you need to get an A in ELD 1? ________________ 
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